
Jnne 6,2012

Archbishop John C. Nienstedt
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
ATTN: Office of The Archbishop
226 Summit Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Dear Archbishop Nienstedt:

The members of the Minnesota Newspaper Guild at The Catholic Spirit are concerned about the
decision to dissolve their bargaining unit and the rights that have been freely given to them by
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis through its archdiocesan newspaper.

Laborem Exercens, under The Importance of Unions, No. 20, states: "All these rights, together
with the need for the workers themselves to secure them, give rise to yet another right the right
of association, that is to form associations for the purpose of defending the vital interest of those
employed in the various professions."

The members understand your need to provide a cohesive message through all communication
vehicles in the archdiocese. However, they believe that this Guild unit is capable of continuing to
work with and for the Communications Department to provide the ministry and services it has
been providing since 1965, with union representation.

This union was formed at the request of its then-editor, the late Bernard Casserly, with the
support of then-Archbishop John Roach. That representation has continued with Archbishop
Emeritus Harry Flynn and you, Archbishop Nienstedt.

Both the union members and the archdiocese benefits from this relationship. It provides a living
wage and fair workplace practices, while ensuring that the archdiocese has professionals, who
also have a passion for the mission of the newspaper: "To make Jesus Christ and his Chwch
known and loved."

Although this may seem to be a controversial position for your employees and fellow Catholics
to take, Laborem Exercens also deals with that issue. ". . . this struggle should be seen as a
normal endeavour 'for' the just good: in the present case, for the good which corresponds to the
needs and merits of working people associated by profession; but it is not a struggle 'against'
others [especially not against you, Archbishop]. Even if in conhoversial questions the struggle
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takes on the character of opposition towards others, this is because it aims at the good of social
justice, not for the sake of 'struggle' or in order to eliminate the opponent. It is characteristic of
work that it first and foremost unites people, In this consists its social power: the power to build
a community."

The members of this Guild unit have built a strong community, and they ask that you allow that
community to remain as a bargaining group within the Communications Department of the
Archdiocese.

They would like to know why this union must be dissolved and would appreciate a direct
response from you.

and the members of The Catholic Spirit unit of the MinnesotaNewspaper Guild

cc: Chris Pierskalla, tlnit Chair

Ron Rollins, Esq.

Rev. Peter Laird


